CHAPTEB XL
Dilemma
The new Irish Bill - Union or separation - Exactly like Edward - Six counties or
nine ~ Tom Moles - Swan-song of Union - Carson's dilemma *- Queue of crime -
Unreasonable Ulster.
THE scheme of government thus introduced to the House of
Commons rested upon the polite fiction, which the Prime Minister
called a " fundamental fact," that " Irishmen claim the right to
control their own domestic concerns," the trouble being, as
everybody knew, that Sinn Fein claimed complete independence,
Mr, Lloyd George proposed to confer self-government upon
Ireland in " all its domestic concerns "; but to refuse " separa-
tion " as " fatal to the security of these islands."
Further, as " in the North East of Ireland we have a popula-
tion .,. alien in race, alien in sympathy, alien in religion, alien
in tradition, alien in outlook from the rest of Ireland, and it
would be an outrage on the principle of self-government to place
them under the rule of the remainder of the population," it was
proposed to create two Parliaments and Governments in Ire-
land, one for the South and West, and the other for the North-
Bast. And there was, as Carson had proposed in 1916, to be a
Council, which might, by agreement, gradually establish a
united authority over all Ireland.
The Crown, peace and war, foreign affairs, the Army and the
Navy, defence, treason, trade outside Ireland, navigation, wire-
less and cables?, the Post Office, taxation, including customs and
income tax, and for three years the police, were to remain under
the control of the Imperial Parliament. Control over all these,
as well as the unity of Ireland, was precisely what Siipa Fein
demanded.
As for the Home Rule Act already on the Statute Book, it
repealed, not merely " because no one wanted it" but
it wa$ no longer practicable.